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tn the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (original) A modular sleeve for interfacing modular enhancements to a firearm, 
said firearm having minimally a receiver with a stock and barrel attached thereto, said 
barrel defining the forward portion of the firearm and said stock defining the rearward 
portion of the firearm, said firearm longitudinal axis being defined as horizontal and 
running from said stock through said receiver to said barrel, said receiver having a 
forward portion, a top and a rea ward portion, said barrel being joined to the forward 
portion of the receiver, said stock being joined to the rearward portion of the receiver, 
comprising: 

a universal receiver sleeve having a top side, an underside and two opposite 
sides connecting said top side with said underside, said universal receiver sleeve being 
further defined as having a forward portion and a rear portion, the underside of the rear 
portion of the universal receiver, sleeve being fixedly attached to the firearm receiver 1 
top, said receiver sleeve forward portion extended forward above the firearm barrel; 

an upper handguard piece having a front, rear, top, open bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said top, sides and bottom defining 
a hollow interior, said front and rear defining an upper handguard piece longitudinal 
axis, said upper handguard piece top being joined to the underside of the forward 
portion of the receiver sleeve; 

a bottom handguard piece having a front, rear, open top, bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said bottom, sides and top defining 
a hollow interior, said front and rear defining a bottom handguard piece longitudinal 
axis, said bottom handguard piece being removably attached to the upper handguard 
piece; 

wherein, said upper handguard piece and attached bottom handguard piece 
surround the firearm barrel without touching said barrel 

2. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 1 , wherein: 

each of the upper handguard side outer surfaces have two longitudinal 
channels formed therein, a large and shallow upper channel and a bottom interface 
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channel, said bottom interface channel being positioned near to the upper hand guard 
piece bottom. 

3. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 2, wherein: 

each of the bottom handguard side outer surfaces have two longitudinal 
channels formed therein, a small and shallow upper channel and a larger, shallow 
bottom channel. 

4. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 3, wherein: 

the bottom hand guard inner side surfaces each have a longitudinal protrusion 
positioned near to the top, each protrusion being a mirror of the other; 

wherein the bottom handguard piece is adapted to being Joined to the upper 
handguard piece by sliding the bottom handguard longitudinal protrusion into the upper 
handguard bottom interface channel. 

5. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 1 [daim-4], further ----- ■ 

tomprisingr^" 

a plurality of apertures formed in the upper handguard piece; and 
a plurality of apertures formed in the lower handguard piece. 

6. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in e!aiHL& [claim 5], wherein: 
said upper handguard interface channels and bottom handguard upper channel 

have corresponding cutout portions. 

7. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 1 [claim 6], further 
comprising: 

a plurality of spring-loaded connectors inserted through the bottom handguard 
piece sides near to the bottom handguard piece top, said connectors adapted to hold 
the top and bottom handguard pieces in a desired alignment. 
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8. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in claim.1, [claim 7], wherein: 
the top of the upper handguard piece and receiver sleeve forward portion are 

integrated into one piece, thereby forming a resulting upper handguard piece top, said 
resulting upper handguard piece top having an upper surface and an under surface. 

9. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 8 f further comprising: 

a longitudinal gap in said resulting upper handguard piece top upper surface 
therein. 

10. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 9, further comprising: 

a hinging element fixed to the resulting upper handguard piece top upper 
surface at the upper handguard front; 

an elongated interface element approximately equal to the said longitudinal gap, 
said elongated interface element adapted to pivotally join said hinging element. 

11. (currently amendeciy A modular sleeve as recited in elalmJLIdaim 10], further 
comprising: 

a sleeve dovetail interface element adapted for engagement with the rear 
portion of the universal receiver sleeve rear portion, said sleeve dovetail interface 
element having an exterior horizontal surface with a unique cross-sectional dovetail 
shape adapted to attach ancillary equipment, and an opposite interior surface with a 
standard dovetail configuration for securing the universal receiver sleeve rear portion 
the receiver top. 

1 2. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

a plurality of notches formed in the receiver top, each said notch having a 
rectangular cross section and being formed transverse to the longitudinal axis of the 
firearm; 

an elongated rectangular opening formed in a first universal receiver sleeve 
opposite side, said rectangular opening extending from a universal received sleeve 
opposite side lower surface a predetermined distance toward the universal receiver top 
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side and terminating in a rectangular opening upper edge, said rectangular opening 
upper edge having a plurality of rectangular notches formed therein; 

a plurality of apertures formed in a second universal receiver sleeve opposite 
side, each said aperture being formed directly opposite a first universal received sleeve 
opposite side rectangular notch; 

a plurality of projecting elements formed on the sleeve dovetail interface 
element Interior surface, each said projecting element having a rectangular cross- 
section, said projecting elements adapted to engage the notches across the receiver 
top; 

wherein, said sleeve dovetail interface element interior surface is adapted to 
engage said universal receiver sleeve opposite side elongated opening and the side of 
said receiver top; 

wherein, said plurality of sleeve dovetail interface element interior surface 
projecting elements are adapted to engage said elongated rectangular opening 
rectangular notches, said receiver top notches and said plurality of apertures in said 
second received sleeve opposite side; and 

a plurality of nuts s&ch adapted to engage a portion of a sleeve dovetail 
interface element interior surface projecting element projecting through each said 
aperture. 

13. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 12, wherein: 

the resulting upper handguard piece top upper surface is formed into a male 
weaver type interface. 

14. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 13, wherein: 

the bottom handguard piece bottom is formed into a male weaver type interface. 

15. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 14, wherein: 

each upper handguard outer surface bottom interface channel has a general 
female, T-shaped cross section; 

each bottom hand guard inner side surfaces protrusion has a T-shaped cross 
section. 
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16. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 12. [claim 1 5], further 
comprising: 

a plurality of the apertures in the upper handguard piece and lower handguard 
piece have helicoils inserted therein, said helicoils being adapted for threaded 
engagement with a screw. 

17. (currently amended) A modular sleeve as recited in cIaittLl2 [claim 16] t further 
comprising: 

a plurality of external dovetail interface elements having an exterior horizontal 
surface with a cross-sectional dovetail shape adapted to attach ancilfary equipment, 
and an opposite, generally flat, interior surface, said interior surface having a plurality of 
projecting elements, each projecting element having a T^haped cross-section adapted 
to engage the cutout portions of said upper handguard interface channels and bottom 
handguard upper channels. 

18. (original) A modular sleeve as recited in claim 16, further comprising: 

h - -a plurality of apertures in said external dovetaihititerfaceelementsrsaid 

apertures adapted to receive a screw. 

19. (newlv added) A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having a reqeivgr. said receiver having a forward Portion and a tOD. and a barrel 
joined to the forward portion of the receiver said system comprising: 

a receiver sleeve havinq a too sid e, an undersides forwardportion and a_rear 
portion. whereinJheji^ otthaiac^^ conflguredJo 

be fixedly attached to the top of said firearm rece iver and said forward portion of said 
receiver slee\teJsj^^ least_a_portion_of_the firearmbarrel: 

and 

a handguard piaca^ejiejQLdin^ 
of the receiver sleeve, said handguard piece having a continuous side wall that 

aiJom^^ti^JiEg.arm barrel along that portion of the firearm barrel, along which said 
handguard piece extends without touching_said_firearm_barriel when said receiver 
gJ^eJs-attaohed,to-said M firearm receiver, 
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20. (newlv added) A system foi^attachrna modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having a receiver, said receiver having a forward portion and a top, and a barrel 
joined to the forward portion ofJhe^eceiyeLSaiCl SVS tgm comprising; 

a receiver sleeve having a top side, an underside, a for ward portion and ateac 
portioo^wheiein the underside of the_rea r portion of the receiver Sleeve . is CODfjcm E RdJft 
t?e fixedly attached to the too of said firearm receiver and said fOfWanc^_ortion of said 
receiver sleeve ls confiau re d to extend above at leasLaj .OifeMLQf.the firearm barrel; 
and 

A handguard piece dependino_frnm the underside of the forward portion of the 
receiver sleeve, said handauard_pieraJ^^ wall that surroundsJheJireann 

barrel without touching said barrel when said receiver sleeve is attached to said firearm 
receiver, and 

wherein_at least a portion of the handguard piece and the forwatd_p_ortion of the 
receiver sleeve are integrated into one Piece, 

21 rnewly flflflftcQ Th* system of claim 13. wherein said top sideof said^eceiyec 

poitttoajlibfi-tao nf the, renpJyer sleeve, said dovetail interface element being- 
configured and arranged for the mounting of ancillary_equiproenK 

22. (newly addedl The system of claim 1 9. further comprising: 

at least one ertemaldoyetailinterface element arranged on the_sidewall_of_said 

handguard piece, said external dflyatailfitemg]±^ and anaogad for tba 

mouatina_of_ancilla>^e4uiproent. 

23. fnewlV addedl The system of claim 22 wherein said at least one external 
dovetail interface element is removably secured to said sidewall of said handguard 
piece. 

2± (newly added) The system of claim 22. w.hejffiojrairi at least one external 

dovetail Interface elemeaLcompn'ses: 

three external dovetail interface elements arranged on the sidewall of said 
handguard piece atJkOQ^SiQO and 9:00 positions. 
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25. (newlv addectt The system of claim 24 wherein sai d external dovetail interface 
elements are r emovably secured to sai d sidewall of said handquard Piece. 

( ngwiy drifted ) The system o f c l a i m 2 1 , wherein s aid ton side of ff^id rece i ver 
sleeve further includes a plurality of apertures, each apertureadapted to threadedly 
mcfiiye.a screw. 

77. mewlv added) A system for attachin g modi ilar enhancements to a firearm-Said 
firearm having a receiver said receiver having a forward portion and a tQP. and g.barM 
joined to the forward portion of the receiver, said. sleeve system comprising: 

a receiver sleeve having a top sid e an underside, a forward POrtion_and_aje_ai: 
portion, wherein the underside of the rear portion of the re ceiver sleeve Includes a 
receiver dovetail interface element for securing the receiver sleeve rear Portion. tQ-tbe, 
receiver top, said forward portion of said receiver sleeve extendino^aboy e at least a 
portion of the fir eanm barrel; 

: — .a -primarv-dovetail interface element extending lon difiidinallv ardno^rieast T"""' 
portion of the top of the rec eiver SleiftVft. fiflif 1 primary dovetail element being configured 
and arranged for t he mounting of ancillary eguipment: 

a handguard piece_dep_endlng from the underside of the forward porttanjrfJtha. 
receiver sleeve, said handouard Piece having a.side_wall that surrounds the firea rm 
barrel without touching said barrel-When said_re_ceiver sleeve is attached to said firearm 
receiver and 

at least one secondary dovetail interface, element arrangedjonibe sidewall of 
said handguard piece, said secondary dovetaiLelement b eing configured and arra ng e d 
for the mounting of ancillary equipment. 

28. mewlv added^ The system of claim 27 wherein said at least one secondary 
dovetail interface element is removably secured to said sidewall of_said handq.uaifl. 
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29. (newlv added) The system of claim 27 . wherein said at least one secondary 
dovetail interface element comprises: 

tfargg secondary dovetail interface elements arranged on the sidewall of sajd, 
handouard piece at 3:00. 6:00 and 9:00 positions. 

30. (newlv added) The system of ctaim 29 where in said secondary dovetail interface 
elements_are removablvsecured to said sidewall of said handouard Piece.. 

ai /ngwiv added) The syst e m of claim 97. wherein said ton side of said receiver 
sl eeve further includes a plurality of a pertures, each aperture_adapted to threadedlv 
receive a screw. 

32. (newlv added) A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm , said 
firearm having a receiver, s aid receiver having a forward portion and a top , and a Parrel 
joined to the forward portion of the receiver, said system comprising: 

a receiver slefa g L bav ljpq a top side, an underside^a_foc«ard-DOrtioii-and a j re ar 
portfon^heremllteiurnfe^ Is configured.ta 

he fixedl y attached to the ton of said firearm receiver and.sa idiQrward Portion Of said 
receiver sleeve is configured to extend above ■at-[east_a_portiQn_of_tb e firearm barrel: 

an upper, handouard piece having opposing sidewalls depending from the 
underside of the f orward portion of the receiver sleeve, said opposing sidewalls 
defining an open-b_o_ttp,cn_and_a _bo_Uow Mejiojcjand, 

a bottom handouard p iece having opposing sidewalls_extendino upwardlv^sald 
sidewalls definincLan open top and a hollow interiors 

wherein said bottom handouard p iece is configured to be removably attachedlo 
the upper handouard niece such that said upper handouard piece and said attached 
bottom handouard piece surround the firearm barrel without touching said barrel. 

33. (newly added) The system of claim 32. wherein each_oi_saj_d-0pposing sidewalls 
of said upper handouard includes a terminal edge with engagement formations, and 
each of said opposing sidewalls of said bottom handouard includes a terminal edge 
with com plimentarv-engagement f ormations that matinoly engage said engagement 
formations forme d on said upper handouard. 
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34. (newly adde<n The system of claim 33. wherein said one of said engagement, 
formations and said complimentary enga gement formations comprises 9 longitudinal 
channel and the other comp rises a longitudinal protrusion wherein the, bottom 
hand guard piece is adapted t o being joined , to t he upper handquard piece ,. b ,v_ s ]i d jo fl 
engagement of the longitudinal protrusion and the lo nqitudinaLcEaQgel 

35. (newly added! The system of claim 34 whe rein said longitudinal channel and said 
longitudinal pmtrusion have interrupted wall segments. 

36. (newlv added! The system of claim 34. wherein the up per handouard includes 
said longitudinal channel and said bo ttom handouard includes said longitudinal 
protrusion. 

37. (newlv added! The system of claim 36 wherein said lon gitudinal channel and said 
longitudinal protrusion ha ve interrupted wall segments. 

3ft. (newly added! A system for att aching mndi ilar enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm including a receiver ha ving a forward portion and a too, and furtherJacludinQ-a. 
barrel joined to theJorward-PQition of the receiver, said svstem comprising: 

a receiver sleeve having a top, an underside, a forward portion and.a.reac 
portion wherein the underside of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is c onfigured 
and arranged to be fixed ly received over the top nf said receiver, and said forward 
portion of said receiver sleeve is configured to extend in spaced relation above at least 
a portion of the barrel of the firearm; 

a dovetail interface extending longitudinally along at least a portion_Of_the_top_of. 

the receiver sleeve; and 

a handouard piece fixedly attache d to the forward portion of the receiver sleeve 
such that the handguard is not movable relative to the receiver sleeve and having walls 
that depend downwardly and outwardly from opposing sides of the forward portion of 
said receiver sleeve such that said walls at least partially surround the barrel without 
touching the barrel. 
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39. mewlv added! The system of claim 38. further comprising; 

at least one external dovetail interface extending long itudinally along an outside, 
surf ace of sa id wall of said handauard. 

40. mewlv added! A sys te m for attaching modular enhancements to a. firearm , said 
firearm including a receiver having a forward porti o n and a too, and further including a 
barrel joine d, to the forw ard portion of the receiver, said SVStenLCTmpriS i nq : 

a receiver sleeve having a top, an unde rside, a forward portion and_.a_r_e.ar 
portion wherein the under s ide of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to he fixedly received over the top of said reoeiver_aodsaid forward 
portion of said receiver sleeve is configured to extend in s paced relation above at. least 
a portion of the harrel of the firearm: 

a dovetail interface extending longitudinally along at lea st a portion of the top of 

ihejgsejyer sleeve; 

a substantially tubular handouard h aving an upper portion that is fixedly 
attached to the forward portion of the BgBftffir. sleeve such that the handouard B not 
, rnovable relative to the receive r steeversaifrhandqo ard further having "3 lower -portion 
that dftPftndS downwardly from s a id upp er portion such that said upper and lowei 
portions cooperate to define a hollow interior cavity thaLati e a sL p a rJiall V surrounds the 
barrel without touching the barrel: and 

at least one external dovetail interf ace extending longitudinally alonq.an_o.uts.id.e. 
surface of said handauatcL 

41 . Rnewlv added! A system for attaching modular enh ancements to a firearm, said 
firearm including a rece iver having a forward portion and a top, and further including a 
barrel joined to the forward portion of the receiver, said system comprising: 

a receiver sleeve having a too, an underside, a forward portion and a rear 
portion whereln the_underside_ofJhe rear portio n of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to.be fixedly received over the top of said receiver. and-Said forward, 
portion of s a id receiver sleeve is configured to extend in spaced relation above at least 
a portion of the ban-el of the firearm: 

a dovetail Interface extending longitudinally a long at least a portion of. the top of 

the receiver sleeve: 
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an upper handauard piece attached to the forward portion .of-th.e_rg.qftiy.ei 
sleeve, said u pper handouard piece having opposing_side walls that depend 
downwardly and outwatxllvJrorn_opjLOsiD q sides of the forward Portion of sgid rece i ver 
sleeve such that said side walls at teast partially encircle the barrel without touching the, 

said side walls each having a terminal edoe with engagement formationsjor 
receiving an . accessory having c jam p J imentary mating engagement format i ons . 

42. (newly added) The system.of claim 41 . further comprisipgi 

an accessory having opposing side walls that extend upwardly and outwardly 
from opposing side edges th ereof, said side walls having a terminal edge with 
complimentary mating engagement .formations., 

43. (newly gdded) The system of claim 42. wherein said accessory comprises a 

lower handouard portion and wherein said upper handauard portiQn_and_seLdJowgr_ 
hjarjdji^.pnrttQniiurmundJhe barrel without touching the barrel when assembled. 



44. (newly added) A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm, said. 

firearm having a receiver and a barrel joined to a fowaj&RPil^^ 
system comprising: 

an upper handguard piece having a dov,e.tajy interface extending longitudinally 
along at least a portion of the top thereof. said uoperJiandauai^ 
opposing sidewalls depending downwardly from an underside of said dovetail interfana. 
saicLopposinq sidewalls defining an open bottom and a hollow Interior 

means for removably securin g said upper handguard piece to said receiver and 

a bottom accessory niece having opposing si dewalls extending upwardly, said 
sidewalls defining an open top and a hollow interior. 

wherein said bottom accessor y Piece is con figured to be removably attached to 
the upper handguard piece such that said upper handguard piece and said attached 
bAttociiaccessory piece surround the firearm barrel without touching said barrel. 

45 (newhz added) The system of claim 44 whe rein each of said opposinq_sidewalls 

of said upper handguard Piece includes a terminal edoe with engagement formations. 
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and each of said opposing sidewalts of said bottom accessory piece includes a terminal 
edae_with_comDllmentarv engagement formations that mat inolv engage said 
engagement formations formed o n said upper handouard Piece. 

46. mawlv added) The s ystem of claim 45. wherein said one of said engagement 
formations and said complimentary engagement formations comprises a longitudinal 
channel and the other comprises a lo ngitudinal protrusion, wherein the bottom 
accessory piece is adapted to being joined to the upper han dq uard piece by sliding 
en gagement r rf the lon gitudinal protrusion and theJongltudinal channel . 

47. mewlv added^ The system of claim 46 wherein sald.longitudinal channel and said 
longitudinal protrusion have interrupted wall segments, 

48. (newly addedl The syst em nf claim 46. wherein the upper handouard_p.iece_ 
includes said longitudinal channel and said bottom ac cessory piece includes said 
lon gitudinal protrusion. 

4Q. (newly added) The system nf nla im 48 wherein said longitudinal channel and said 
longitudinal protrusion have interrupte d wall segments. 

50. (newlv a dded! The system nf claim 44 further comprising at least one secondary 
dovetail interface element arranged on the sidewall of_ saidJo_wer_accesso.ry_p^^^ 
secondary dovetail elemen t being configured and arranged for the mounting. of ancillary 
Sflujp,m,e,Qt. 

51 . (newly added! The system of claim 50 wherein said at least one secondary 
dovetail interface element is removably secured to saidisidewall of said bottom 
accessory piece* 

52. (newly added) The system o f claim 50. wherein said at least one secondary 
dovetail interface element comprises threejs_ec»nda rv .dovetail j^^ 

arranged on the sidewall of said bottom accessory piecaat 3:00. 6:00 and 9:00 
positions. 
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53. friewtv added! The system of claim 52 wherein said s econdary dovetail interface 
elements are removably se cured to said sidewall of said bottom accessory piece A 

.54. mewly added) The s ystem of claim 44 wherein said bottom.acosssory piece 
comprises a bottom handauard piece. 
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